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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to applicant's Request for Continued Examination filed 9/25/2008. 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 -3, 6-9, 11, 14- 16, and 22 - 28 (renumbered 1-18) . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely 
paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 9/25/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment, filed 9/ 25/ 2008, has been received, entered into the record, and 
considered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement, filed on 9/29/2008, has been received and entered 
into the record. Since the information disclosure statement complies with the provisions of MPEP § 
609, the Examiner has considered the references cited therein. See attached form PTO-1449. 

Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/ or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 
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Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Paul 
A. Harrity (Reg. No. 39,574) on 12/22/2008. 

The claims have been amended as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 
receiving a search query from a device associated with a user ; 
determining whether the received search query includes an entity name; 
determining whether the entity name corresponds to one of a plurality of common words or 
phrases; 

rewriting the received search query to include a restrict identifier that restricts a search based 
on the rewritten search query to a domain associated with the entity name when the entity name is 
determined not to correspond to one of the common words or phrases ; 

performing a search, based on the rewritten search query, to obtain search results when the 
received search query is rewritten the entity name is determined not to correspond to one of the 
common words or phrases : [[and]] 

presenting the search results to the device when the search is performed based on the 
rewritten search query; 

performing a search based on the received search query when the entity name is determined 
to correspond to one of the common words or phrases; 

providing, to the device, a link to the rewritten search query when the search is performed 
based on the received search query; 

receiving a selection of the link to the rewritten search query; and 

performing a search based on the rewritten search query in response to the selection of the 
link to the rewritten search query . 
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2. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing a link to the received search query when the search is performed based on the 
rew ritten search query. 

3. (previously presented) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 
receiving selection of the link to the received search query; and 

performing a search based on the received search query in response to the selection of the 
link to the received search query. 

4. (canceled) 

5. (canceled) 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining whether a word near the entity name in the received search query forms a 

common phrase with the entity name; and 

performing a search based on the received search query when it is determined that a word 
near the entity name forms a common phrase with the entity name. 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether the 
entity name corresponds to one of the common words or phrases comprises: 

comparing the entity name to a dictionary of words or phrases. 
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8. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether the 
entity name corresponds to one of the common words or phrases comprises: 

using an inverse document frequency weighting technique or a linguistic modeling technique 
to identify whether the entity name corresponds to one of the common words or phrases. 

9. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether the 
entity name corresponds to one of the common words or phrases comprises: 

generating a table of entity names that correspond to the common words or phrases, and 
determining whether the entity name corresponds to one of the common words or phrases 
based on the table. 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether the 
received search query includes an entity name comprises: 

identifying a plurality of variations of a plurality of entity names, and 

determining whether the received search query includes one of the variations of the entity 

names. 

12. (canceled) 



13. (canceled) 
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14. (currently amended) A system device , comprising: 
means for receiving a search query; 

means for determining whether die received search query includes an entity name; 

means for determining whether the entity name corresponds to one of a plurality of 
common words or phrases; 

means for rewriting the received search query to include a restrict identifier that identifies a 
particular domain associated with the entity name when it is determined that the entity name docs 
not correspond to one of the common words or phrases ; 

means for performing a search within the particular domain, based on the rewritten search 
query, to obtain search results when the received search query is rewritten it is determined that the 
entity name does not correspond to one of the common words or phrases; [[and]] 

means for providing the search results when the search within the particular domain is 
performed; 

means for performing a search based on the received search query when the entity name is 
determined to correspond to one of the common words or phrases; 

means for providing a link to the rewritten search query when die search is performed based 
on the received search query; 

means for receiving a selection of the link to the rewritten search query; and 

means for performing a search based on the rewritten search query in response to the 
selection of the link to the rewritten search query . 



15. 



(currently amended) The system device of claim 14, further comprising: 
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means for providing a link to the received search query when the search within the particular 
domain is performed . 

16. (currently amended) The system device of claim 15, further comprising: 
means for receiving selection of the link to the received search query; and 
means for performing a search based on the received search query in response to the 
selection of the link to the received search query. 

17-21. (canceled) 

22. (currendy amended) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 
receiving a search query from a device associated with a user; 
determining whether the received search query includes an entity name; 
determining whether the entity name corresponds to one of a plurality of common words or 
phrases; 

when the entity name corresponds to one of the common words or phrases, 
generating a link to a rewritten query, 

performing a search based on the received search query to obtain first search results, 
providin g, to the device, the first search results and the link to the rewritten query; 
receiving a selection of the link to the rewritten search query, and 

perform a search based on the rewritten search query in response to the selection of the link 

to the rewritten search query: 

and when the entity name does not correspond to one of the common words or phrases, 
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rewriting the received search query to include a restrict identifier that identifies a 
particular domain associated with the entity name, 

generating a link to the received search query, 

performing a search for documents within the particular domain based on the 
rewritten search query to obtain second search results, 

providin g, to the device, the second search results and the link to the received search 

query, 

receiving a selection of the link to the rewritten search query, and 
performing a search based on the rewritten search query in response to the selection 
of the link to the rewritten search query. 

23. (currently amended) A system, comprising: 
a memory to store instructions; and 
a processor to execute the instructions in the memory to: 
receive a search query, 

determine that the received search query includes an entity name, 

determine [[that]] whether the entity name docs not correspond corresponds to one 
of a plurality of common words or phrases, 

rewrite the received search query to include a restrict identifier that restricts a search, 
based on the rewritten search query, to a domain associated with the entity name when the 
entity name is determined not to correspond to one of the common words or phrases , 

when the entity name is determined to correspond to one of the common words or 
phrases: 
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perform a search based on the received search query. 

provide a link to the rewritten search query. 

receive a selection of the link to the rewritten search query, and 
perform a search based on die rewritten search query in response to the selection of 
the link to the rewritten search query, and 

when the entity name is determined not to correspond to one of the common words 
or phrases: 

perform a search based on the rewritten search query to obtain search results 
when die received search query is rewritten , and 

present the search results when the search is performed based on the 
rewritten search query. 

24. (previously presented) The system of claim 23, where the processor is further 
configured to: 

determine whether a word near the entity name in the received search query forms a 
common phrase with the entity name, and 

perform a search based on the received search query when it is determined that a word near the 
entity name forms a common phrase with the entity name. 

25. (previously presented) The system of claim 23, where when determining that the 
received search query includes an entity name, the processor is configured to: 

identify a plurality of variations of a plurality of entity names, and 
determine that the received search query includes one of the variations of the entity names. 
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26. (currently amended) A computer-readable memory device that stores computer-executable 
instructions, the computer-readable memory device comprising: 
one or more instructions to receive a search query; 

one or more instructions to determine that the received search query includes an entity 

name; 

one or more instructions to determine whether the entity name corresponds to one of a 
plurality of common words or phrases; 

one or more instructions to rewrite the received search query to include a restrict identifier 
that restricts a search based on the rewritten search query to a domain associated with the entity 
name when the entity name is determined not to correspond to one of the common words or 

one or more instructions to perform a search, based on the rewritten search query a to obtain 
search results when the received search query is rewritten the entity name is determined not to 
correspond to one of the common words or phrases ; [[and]] 

one or more instructions to present the search results when the search is performed based on 
the rewritten search query; 

one or more instructions to perform a search based on the received search query when the 
entity name is determined to correspond to one of the common words or phrases; 

one or more instructions to provide a link to the rewritten search query when the search is 
performed based on the received search query; 

one or more instructions to receive a selection of the link to the rewritten search query: and 
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one or more instructions to perfori n a search based on the rewritten search query in response to 
the selection of the link to the rewritten search query . 

27. (previously presented) The computer-readable memory device of claim 26, further 
comprising: 

one or more instructions to provide a link to the received search query when the search is 
performed based on the rewritten search query. 

28. (previously presented) The computer-readable memory device of claim 27, further 
comprising: 

one or more instructions to receive selection of the link to the received search query; and 
one or more instructions to perform a search based on the received search query in response 
to the selection of the link to the received search query. 

29. (canceled) 

30. (canceled) 

Reasons for Allowance 
Claims 1 - 3, 6 - 9, 11, 14 - 16, and 22 - 28 (now renumbered 1 - 18) are allowed over the 
cited prior art. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art, either alone 
or in combination, fails to teach in combination with the other claim limitations the combined 
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features of: 'rewriting the received search query to include a restrict identifier that restricts a search 
based on the rewritten search query to a domain associated with the entity name; performing a 
search based on the rewritten search query to obtain search results when the entity name is 
determined not to correspond to one of the common words or phrases; presenting the search results 
to the device when the search is performed based on the rewritten search query; performing a 
search based on the received search query when the entity name is determined to correspond to one 
of the common words or phrases; providing, to the device, a link to the rewritten search query 
when the search is performed based on the received search query; receiving a selection of the link to 
the rewritten search query; and performing a search based on the rewritten search query in response 
to the selection of the link to the rewritten search query," as recited in the independent claims. 

The two closest references, Bowman (US 6,006,225) and Google Hacks (February 2003), 
teach various aspects of the claimed invention: 

Bowman discloses, inter alia, receiving a search query, determining whether the search query 
includes an entity name, determining whether the entity name corresponds to common words or 
phrases, and rewriting the received search query to obtain a rewritten search query. 

Google Hacks discloses, inter alia, incorporating restrict identifiers into rewritten queries. 

However, neither Bowman nor Google Hacks explicitly discloses the features recited in 
the independent claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Christopher P. Nofal whose telephone number is (571)270-3161. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Pierre M. Vital can be reached on (571) 272-4215. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

22-Dec-08 

/ Christopher P. Nofal/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2169 



/Pierre M. Vital/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2169 



